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Proposed 
Guardianship 
Legislation: 
In Defense 
of Parental 
Rights 


by Aisha Gabriel 


The Standby and Emergency 
Guardianship Proxies Bill which, 
if passes, would create expanded 
parental rights in the case of a 
parent's illness or death, was just 
filed in the Massachusetts State 
House of Representatives. Under 
present law, your right as a par- 
ent to say who will care for your 
child in the event of your serious 
illness is not guaranteed; the State 
may step in. Nor does the law 
grant you, the parent, any more 
than the right to make a recom- 

mendation to the court via a will 
regarding guardianship in the 
event of your death. 

The original idea for this 
type of bill arose from attempts to 
assist parents that living HIV- 
positive. They, like other par- 
ents who become ill, would like to 
maintain control over their 
children's care even if indirectly 
through a temporary guardian 
of the parent's choice. Once able 
to resume everyday responsibili- 
ties, they, like other parents, 
would want to want to re-assume 
full parenting rights and bring 
the guardian's control over the 
children toan end bythe parent's 
say so. Western Massachusetts 
Women & AIDS Action Committee 
created a proposal that resulted 
in the Guardianship Proxies Bill. 
The Bill would give all parents 
guardianship options that are not 
currently in existence by law. It 
currently has twelve co-spon- 
sors, including Ellen Story, 
Amherst; Dennis Murphy; 
Carmen Buell, Franklin County; 
Linda Milconian, Hampshire 
County; and Salvador D’Amasi, 
main sponsor and one of the 
ee of the Judiciary Commit- 

ee. 

The procedure for appoint- 
ing a Standby guardianship proxy 
involves submitting your 
friend's or relative’s name for 
court approval. The court would 
order an investigation to verify 
that person's suitability. Fur- 
thermore, if there is a second 
legal parent, that person’s per- 
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CANDACE GINGRICH 


Newt’s Sapphic Sister on Capitol 
Hill: “Maybe Mom Should Have 
Named Him ‘Chameleon ‘ Instead of 


Newt” 


Candace Gingrich made that observation after a day of lobbying when her half- 
brother, speaker of the House, Newt Gingrich posed for pictures with her. The next day 
he held a press conference urging that any positive depictions of lesbians or gays be 
banned from the public school. Candace Gingrich recently headed up a delegation of more 
than 300 people from 30 states who participated in an annual leadership conference held 
by the Human Rights Campaign Fund, the nations largest lesbians and gay political 
organization, to train local activists in lobbying the federal government. 

On Monday, March 6, members of the group visited more than 50 Republicans. They 
lobbied specifically for an end to right-wing hate legislation aimed at lesbians and gays; 
for support for the Employment Non-Discrimination Act; and for full funding of the Ryan 
White CARE Act, which funds care for people with AIDS. Newt Gingrich has been given 
a zero rating by the HRCF on his stand in support of gay rights, yet he was hypocritical 
enough to pose for photographers with Candace and say “I have a sister whom I love.” 

Kim Masters, of The Washington Post, describes Candace as “the ideal lesbian sister of 
the conservative speaker of the House: bright, good-natured, assertive yet nonaggressive. 
Usually the HRCF attracts no attention when their membership set off to lobby, on the day 
Candace Gingrich joined them there were 20 TV cameras and numerous print journalists. 
“If I can do anything to bring attention to the issues, I’ll do it. You represent this 
population of people who have no rights, largely, in the workplace or anything like that. 
Gingrich said, “If, because of the fact that your brother is speaker of the House, people will 
pay more attention to that fact, why not do it? “ At 28, Candace Gingrich has not engaged 
in politics for several years during her brother’s rise to power. “I was very complacent 
with the fact that the Democrats were in control and they passed the Brady (gun control) 
bill and women still had a little teeny right to choose. And with the Republicans in power, 
I fear about these things.” 
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POLICY 
STATEMENT 


The Valley Women's Voice, a 
monthly feminist news journal, welcomes 
women's writings, poetry, graphics, and 
photography that reflect a feminist com- 
mitment to the empowerment of all 
women. The Voice provides a forum for 
women to share challenging and contro- 
versial ideas. We aim to communicate 
and strengthen bonds between women 
by making them visible in our pages. 

The Valley Women's Voice is pro- 
duced ona collective, consensus, volun- 
teer basis by a group of feminists. We do 
not agree with all opinions expressed in 
the Voice by individual authors, but we 
accept responsibility for choosing to print 
everything in the paper. 


CONTRIBUTION 
GUIDELINES 


The Valley Women's Voice wel- 
comes letters, essays, narratives, inter- 
views, newsbriefs, poems, short stories, 
cartoons, graphics, and photographs. 
Written submissions should be 3 to 5 
pages typed, double spaced. Yourname, 
address, and phone number must be 
enclosed with all materials so that we 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Issues of the VWV from September 


1994 on are available on audio 
cassette for the disabled. 


THE 
CAT 
HOSPITAL 


139C Damon Road 


Practice Devoted to the Care of Cats 


Comprehensive Veterinary Services for 
Cats: Medicine - Surgery - Dentistry 


Maureen Ricksgers, DVM 


Northampton, MA 01060 
(413) 586-CATS (2287) 


THE VOICE THIS MONTH 


| 

| 

| Beth Roberts - collective member extraordinaire 
| Kate Moran - ad rep, survivor page, newsbriefs 
Michelle DePesa- advertising representative 
{ 

| 

| 

| 

I 


Kailen Bent - columnist contact, features contact, typing 
Karen Scott - production liaison 
Wendy Beck - computer layout 
Glenna Wong - bookkeeping, computer layout, flyering 


may verify submissions and/or contact 
you to discuss any necessary editorial 
changes. A short biographical statement 
is also appreciated. An author who does 
not wish her name to be printed should 
indicate this when submitting items. 
Please enclose a SASE if you would like 
materials returned to you. Submissions 
typed on disk are greatly appreciated. 
We use Microsoft Word 4.0, and our 
computer accepts double density disks, 
(800K). You may fax articles or calendar/ 
announcement listings to us at (413)545- 
4751 (please clearly indicate VWV on 
each page). The decision to print materi- 
als is made collectively, and all major 
editorial changes are made in conjunc- 
tion with the author. However, we re- 
serve the right to make minor editorial 
corrections to submissions for purposes 
of clarity and space constraints. Although 
we cannot afford to pay contributors, we 
do send a complimentary copy of the 
issue in which your item appears. 

Send submissions to: Valley 
Women’s Voice, 321 Student Union Build- 
ing, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, MA01003. If you have ideas for 
future articles, or are not sure how your 
particular interests and talents may add 
to the paper, call us and let’s discuss the 
possibilities. Our number is (413)545- 
2436. 


Tam Ward - office manager, taping, survivor page, co- 
bookkeeper 


Nancy - meeting structure coordinator 
Andrea Alexander - outreach 
Kady - distribution 


Mary Hynes - distribution | 


Cathy VanDam- outreach 


! Heidi Creamer - taping project 
i} Yohah Ralph - artwork 


| 
Kasia Jakubowski - outreach, recruitment 
| 


CALENDAR & 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


LISTINGS 


The Valley Women's Voice would 
like to print announcements and publi- 
cize events of interest to women. Listings 
are free and should be kept to 5 lines in 
length. (Items will be edited to fit space 
constraints.) Announcements for non- 
profit organizations will be given prefer- 
ence and additional space when it is 
available. 

We request that Calendar listings 
provide the following information: name, 
date, time, and location of the event; cost 
of attending the event (sliding scale? 
work exchange?); the sponsor of the 
event and recipient of proceeds, if any; a 
Statement about accessibility for disabled 
women (wheelchair accessible? ASL in- 
terpreted?); a phone number where in- 
quiries may be directed. 

Individuals and organizations may 
request that a photograph be printed 
along with a Calendar listing. A nominal 
fee is charged to cover printing costs. 
Only black-and-white photographs can 
be accepted. Due to space constraints, 
we may not be able to accept all photo- 
graphs for publication, and preference 
will be given to non-profit organizations. 


z* . a se lie ir P : 
The Finest Lazare Diamond Rings 


Eighteen karat gold set with 1.01 ct. E color Ideal Cut 
Lazare Diamond with .59 ct. tw brilliant cut diamonds 


silverscape designs 
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Valley Trade 
Connection: 
Sophisticated 
Barter 
Comes to the 
Valley 


by Aisha Gabriel 

“Left to women, the world 

would be a lot more cooperative,” 
so some believe. I don’t know. I 
only knowthat I’ve seen amazing 
accomplishments when a group of 
women pool their collective wills, 
brain power, and elbow grease. 
Valley Trade Connection is a trade 
network with the unique feature of 
its own currency. The system 
was founded by the the Univer- 
sity Women’s Network at UMASS- 
Amherst originally for its own 
members; no pay raise in four years 
got some folks to thinking. Its 
present expanded form (VTC) is 
open to anyone in the Pioneer 
Valley. 

Anyone can join by register- 
ing with VTC: fillout avery simple 
form andincludea fee of five dollars. 
In return, each member receives a 
listing of skills, goods or service 
available for trade in the current 
VTC directory and fifty ($50) 
“Valley Dollars” so that immediate 
use of the system can be made. As 
a participating member you pledge 
to make your services available and 
to accept Valley Dollars, the local 
currency, in trade. 

"Valley Dollars are ex- 
changed for goods/services just 
like cash. Members just contact 
one another directly to transact. 
There is no overhead of any cen- 
tral tracking system, and no one 
to whom transactions need be re- 
ported. It is self-monitored: by 


the exchange of tangible local , 


currency—Valley Dollars. Busi- 
ness/professional income ac- 
quired through barter of local 
currency is subject to taxation. 
Non-professional exchanges are 
not.” 

The directory of services of- 
fered by members will be published 
every two months in the Valley 
Optimist. 

AMarch community event at 
the Bangs Community Center 
launched the open-to-everyone 
barter economy. Regularcommu- 
nity events are planned such asa 
monthly potluck to give members 
face-to-face opportunities to ex- 
change resources. These events 
will be held, alternately, in 
Northampton, Amherst, and 
Greenfield. New members may join 
at any time. 

Valley Trade Connection is 
being assisted by Franklin County 
Community Development Corpo- 
ration and is supported by the 
Amherst Chamber of Commerce. 
For more information or to receive a 
registration form, contact Gurunam 
Kaur Khalsa at 545-3809, Eileen 
Harris at 545-5092 or Tim Mitchell at 

774-7204, 


NEWS AND NOTES 


oe seers re 
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"D 9 
emocracy 
to Brin 
Little Help 
for Women 
in Haiti 
from a report in the March 1995 
issue of On the Issues by Laura 
Flanders 

Nowthat Aristide has returned 
to power in Haiti, more stories of 
the Macoutes, the police force of 
the dictatorship have begun to 
surface. SOFA (Solidarite Fanm 
Ayisyen), the countries largest 
women’s group has reported to 
MADRE that rape had been sys- 
temically used by FRAPH, a right- 
wing paramilitary group to 
subdue female activists. Some of 
these women were also forced to 
witness the rape or murder of 
their children before being 
raped themselves. A fifteen- 
year-old boy was forced to rape 
his mother. The FRAPH forces 
responsible for these offenses are 
being “professionalized” and 
“retrained” by U. S. forces and 
returned as police in their old 
neighborhoods, not brought to 
justice and imprisoned like crimi- 
nals. Meanwhile the Miami Her- 
ald announces that Haiti is “open 
for business” and foreign inves- 
tors. Aristide has abandoned his 
former plans to double the mini- 
mum wage, it will remain at 14 
cents an hour. 


eee 
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Former 
Prostitute to 
Speak at 
Mount 
Holyoke 


compiled by Kailen Bent 

C.G., a former prostitute and 
survivor of severe pornography, 
will be coming to speak about her 
experiences on Tuesday, April 11 
at Mount Holyoke College. Sheisa 
powertul speaker, poet, artist, and 
activist. Rarely do we get the 
chance to hear about the indus- 
try from someone who has lived 
through it. This is an issue that 
affects all women and is often 
discussed only in theoretical or 
academic terms. It is important 
that all women who are commit- 
ted to feminism attend this event. 
Below is an excerpt from a talk 
she gave at Beloit College 
Women’s Center in December of 
1994. 

"Pornographyis anew form of 
social control of women; itis not an 
idea, it is not a tantasy. You must 
realize that the debates of censor- 
ship and first amendment free 
speech issues are a distraction cre- 
ated by the pornographers to di- 
vert our attention away from what 
pornography is: the abuse of women 
and children which results in real 
harm done to real women and real 
children in the very real world. 
These debates serve the pornogra- 
phers well; their industry is grow- 
ing, itis multiplying, itis becoming 
more and more sadistic. The bodies 
of women and children are piling 
up, what are you going to do?" 


EsL.0. 


W.E.R. 


A lesbian foundation, is seeking new membership. 
If interested, please call Mary at (508 
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On 
International 
Women’s  — 
Day March 8, 
1995; 


In Dhaka, Bangladesh, 2,500 
women marched through the 
streets to protest Islamic clerics who 
oppose jobs, education and family 
planning for Bangladeshi women. 

In Copenhagen, at a inter- 
national poverty summit attended 
by 9,000 a dozen women demand- 
ing debt relief and an end to pov- 
erty began a hunger strike in 
the central hall of the summit cen- 
ter. 

The U. N. Development pro- 
gram issued a report saying nearly 
one-half of married women world 
wide are subjected to domestic vio- 
lence, nearly one-third of women 
report sexual abuse in childhood 
and women workers earn one-third 
of national income averages. 
—from the Springfield Union News and 
Associated Press 


a feminist bookstore 


Western Massachusetts’ Largest Selection 
of Books By & For Women!!! 


Feminist Periodicals * Women's Music » Posters 
Handcrafted Jewelry » Cards & Stationery » Buttons § 
Bumper Stickers * And much, much more... 


90 King Street, Northampton, 586-7851 
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Building on 
Women’s 


Strengths: 
A Social 


Work 
Agenda for 


the Twenty- 
First 


Century, 
ed. Liane V. 


Davis, The 


Haworth 
Press, 1994. 


Reviewed by Dale Satorsky, MSW 


This book is the outcome of a 
conference at the University of 
Kansas; where twelve women social 
workers met to present papers-in- 
progress and to share their ideas. 
Six of the twelve are affiliated with 
the University of Kansas School of 
Social Welfare, one with Wichita 
State and the other five with 
various east coast colleges and 
universities. According to the 
editor, Liane V. Davis, the confer- 
ence inspired some contributors to 
change their papers and others to 
write entirely new ones, There are 
common themes: the facts of in- 
equality, poverty and oppression 
and the strengths women possess 
in spite of these. Their papers in 
conjunction are a rich fabric. The 
repetitions serve as reminders of 
what should not be forgotten. The 
differences in expertise and the 
means and methods each writer 
recommends to bring about change 
offer variety, vision and hope. 

The first chapter, “Why We Still 
Need a Women’s Agenda for Social 
Work” by Liane Davis, addresses 
concepts relevant to the chap- 
ters that follow, for example, the 
difference between “role equity” 
and “role change” and how po- 
litical programs which have im- 
plications concerning role 
change, such as universal child 
care, are more threatening to the 
status quo than those that only 
have implications for role eq- 
uity, such as equal pay for equal 
work, She examines how “reifi- 
cation” works to obscure from 
our own perception our “own au- 
thority of the human world” and 
leads us to believe that things 
have always been the way they 
are and that the powers who made 
them that way are bigger than 
we are. 

Davis is acareful thinker. While 
she addresses the need for Social 
Security policy that rewards unpaid 
caretakers of children, the elderly 
or the sick, she is aware of the po- 
tential for such policy to stigmatize 
women who do not choose to be 
caretakers. She advocates Social 


Security policy which links a 
caretaker’s work with her partner's 
salaried work when determining a 
caretaker’s Social Security income, 
while keeping in mind that such 
policy could be used against the 
interests of women not linked by 
marriage to wage earners. 

Throughout the papers are 
references to the lack of available 
quality child care as a cost to the 
society as a whole and, especially, to 
women and children. In “Child 
Welfare: AWoman’s Issue,” Eliza- 
beth D. Hutchinson quotes: "Women 
and children are frequently spoken 
of as though the interest of both 
could be served by the same mea- 
sures, The reverse is true. Women 
and children have both suffered by 
the assumption that they and their 
problems should be classed to- 
gether." (Citedin L. Costin. Toward 
afeminist approach to child welfare. 
Child Welfare, 64(3), 197). 

She speaks of common injus- 
tices, mother blaming and victim 
blaming, in the protective services, 
and, at the end of her paper, lists 
fourteen “Practice Guidelines” 
worth memorizing or at least post- 
ing on agency bulletin boards. The 
first is “Focus on women as people 
rather that just on women as 
mothers—know as much about 
their hopes and dreams as you do 
about their parenting skills.” 

Chapters eight, nine and ten, 
“Changing Women’s Narratives: 
Taking Back the Discourse” by 
Joan Laird of Smith College School 
for Social Work, “Overcoming Op- 
pression: An Analysis of 
Emancipatory Change” by Ann 
Weick, and “Women of the World: 
The Wonderclass--A Global Per- 
spective on Women and Mental 
Health” by Janice Wood Wetzel all 
focus in more closely on how op- 
pression works and offer sug- 
gestions for undoing oppression 
in work with women. Laird 
speaks of broad social stories and 
their power to affect negatively 
the stories women tell themselves 
about themselves. She also speaks 
of the power of stories to heal and 
advocates helping. clients 
“restory” their own lives, taking 
back the power to name and give 
meaning in their own personal 
narratives. She raises intrigu- 
ing questions about the relative 
power of different stories, includ- 
ing the different stories brought 
to the therapeutic encounter by 
therapist and client. 

Weick’s and Wetzel’s papers 
both analyze how people are so- 
cialized to perpetrate oppression 
and devalue their own power and 
perception, how we learn to look 
outward to others for authority. 
Both offer suggestions and models 
for working with oppressed clients, 
women or men, towards empow- 
erment. 

Elizabeth A. Gowdy’s paper, 
“Economic Self-Sufficiency Is a Road 
I’m On: The Results of Focus Group 
Research with Low-Income 
Women” describes such a model, 
The Women’s Employment Network 
(WEN), a sensitively designed pro- 
gram for women which involves 
adult basic education, employment 
readiness classes, job search ac- 
tivities and a year-long support 
system. Instead of using a survey 
created by staff or the board of 


directors, the women themselves 
were involved in develo? 
guidelines for defining success an 
evaluating and suggesting changes 
i ram. 

is Sinatl missed in this volume 
was at least one paper which 
documents the sometimes real 
difficulties of helping a client to- 
‘wards the goal of empowerment 
and the importance of the thera- 
peutic relationship in achieving 
the readiness for empowerment. 
Feminism, a focus on strengths, a 
critical stance towards theory and 
a “not-knowing” stance are all im- 
portant but so is the rich history 
of individual psychological and 
developmental theory, group and 
family theory, which the social 
worker can hold in suspension 
while listening to the client. Itis 
too facile for feminists to dismiss 
Freudian theory, for example, 
because of Freud’s theory of pe- 
nis envy or his stepping back 
from the truth of incest. It is also 
too easy to dismiss object rela- 
tions theory or certain family 
theories because they have been 
used for mother blaming. 

Alltheories are tools and have 
their limitations. For social workers 
to rely too heavily on empower- 
ment models robs those clients who 
can’t be so simply empowered by 
psycho-educational models or 
policy changes. These clients may 
need the space within the thera- 
peutic relationship to develop trust 
and take the steps prior to em- 
powerment. The theories that in- 
form our understanding of the 
dynamics of the therapeutic rela- 
tionship are vital to social work 
practice. 

Surprisingly, “managed 
care” and its effects on social 
work practice were nowhere 
mentioned, or if they were, I 
missed them. The invasion of 
clinical social work by insurance 
business interests, their limita- 
tion of numbers of sessions and 
their pushing medication for cer- 
tain diagnoses, not for individual 
clients, but for groups of clients 
represented by the same number 
on computer screens, all threaten 
the type and quality of individual 
relationships that carry the pos- 
sibility of growth and change. 
How social workers manage 
“managed care” will have much 
to do with the face of social in the 
next century. 

Although these papers are 
largely concerned with policy and 
power and their impact on women 
and not with: the subtleties of 
clinical work with individual 
women, the clinical applicabil- 
ity of every paper in the volume 
is obvious. But there are forces 
both without and within the pro- 
fession encouraging social work- 
ers to abandon the focus on the 
relationship as the locus for 
change and to focus instead on the 
individual as part of one group or 
another who would benefit from 
one sort of program or another. “A 
Hage ete ees forthe twenty- 

: eds to include 
practically every idea in this book, 


but it needs to includea few others 
as well. 
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mission has to be obtained in 
writing or verifiable attempt at 
obtaining it has to be made, such 
as a newspaper announcement, 
The other legal parent has, upon 
notification, the right to oppose 
guardianship proxy appoint- 
ment. 

Once a judge grants the re- 
quest and appointment is made 
then “the proxy doesn’t take over 
unless he or she is really needed," 
according to the AIDS 
organization's literature. The 
concept “standby” draws an im- 
portant distinction compared 
with present laws on the books. 
“‘Standby’ means ready and wait- 
ing to do the job if needed. 

The bill if it becomes law 
would allow any parent to makea 
very temporary appointment of 
guardianship. “This bill will also 
allow a parent to name an emer- 
gency guardianship proxy, a per- 
son appointed by a parent to take 
care of a child for a period of 
sixty days or less.” If a parent is 
ill and unable to appear before a 
judge or perhaps is waiting for 
the appointment of a standby 
guardianship, the parent in an 
emergency situation could take 
advantage of a second option— 
appointing an emergency guard- 
ianship proxy. 

The parent would make the 
desire for such appointment in 
writing and do so before too wit- 
nesses (other than the intended 
guardian). No court approval 
would be needed in order to be 
binding. The assigninment of 
temporary parental rights would 
be valid and legally binding for 
sixty days or less, depending on 
the parent’s ability to resume the 
care of the child. 


Cynthia Turnbull, a Spring- 
field attorney and a member of 
Women & AIDS Network, appeared 
as a panelist in the first of a se- 
ries of Western Mass. informa- 
tion sessions last December. She 
spoke of the limitations to paren- 
tal rights under the law as it is. 
Attorney Turnbull said that her 
clients are most often shocked to 
learn how little control they have 
under present law. “They just 
assumed...but once it’s explained 
to them, and there’s nothing I 
can do, sometimes they leave my 
office discouraged and angry.” 
Her clients are frequently try- 
ing to answer for themselves the 
question of “who is going to take 
care of my child when I die?” 
Atty. Turnbull replies that “ the 
only thing that you can do is cre- 
ate a will. (However), this is a 
nomination. It’s not a guaran- 
tee.” Her clients are also fre- 
quently trying to address the 
needs of their children in case of 
their illness. What then? Atty. 
Turnbull explained that guard- 
lanship, today, happens only by 
Petition of the court and means a 
permanent relinquishing of pa- 
rental rights. Guardianship is, 
ane only undone by a court rul- 

g. 

Proponents of the bill point 
Out among the difficulties under 
Present law is the possibility of 
the Department of Social Services 
(DSS) getting involved should a 
STANDBY GUARDIAN... 
continued on Page 6 
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Survivor’s Circleisaspaceforwomen | 
survivors of child abuse (sexual, emo- x 
tional Physical ) to share their thoughts, | 


know of a conference, workshop, or 
other event of special interest to survi- 
vors pleases let us know! We welcome 
submissions of all sorts. [f you have any{ ? 


questions, comments, or 


please feel free to contact 


(413) 545-2436. 


Cracked 
Caverns 
Open to the 
Outermost 


A Survivor Review: 
Healing the Whole: The 
Diary of an Incest 
Survivor, by Yvette M. 


Pennacchia 


A review by Tammaira J. Ward 

This book is an intimate 
travel through the life of Yvette 
M. Pennacchia; an incest survi- 
vor with the courage and forti- 
tude to struggle to health. Her 
fears are clearly rooted in the 
past and as she speaks of those 
fears you will be drawn into a 
world of searing pain. You can’t 
help but feel. The daily detail lets 
you step into Yvette’s world. Her 
triumph in healing is gained with 
hard work and her persistent 
reaching for patience and un- 
derstanding both from herself 
and those around her. Reaching 
out entails so much more for her 
because as an incest survivor she 
has learned to depend only on 
herself. She is learning to open 
up to the world as wonder, leav- 
ing captivity behind. 

Discovering wonder doesn’t 
come without cost, however, to 
her the gain is life, making the 
journey complete with its tortu- 
ous twists and at times, tacit turns 
to new ground worth it. On the 
way to actualizing her potential 
anger rears its hoary head pro- 
pelling her to speak of her hate 
of God for not protecting her. 
After all, how can she believe in 
a power that stands still while 


she, a five year old girl lays in 
the pain of spiritual death caused 
by her spirit cracking into cav- 
erns of pain. She also encoun- 
ters the anger that her incest 
issue creates around her rela- 
tionship to her friends, her 
mother and father, and her 
therapist. 

“Lyn confirmed my belief 
that tears are due to deprivation 
of touch, and where there is any 
depravation there is.a loss. It 
confirms that incest affected ev- 
ery molecule of my being” (pg. 
139-140). Yvette’s healing cul- 
minates in gaining her sexual- 
ity, finally negating the 
controlling power her abusers 
emotionally held over her. Pat- 
terns of defense and self-depre- 
cating attitudes intricately 
meshed with her spiritual, emo- 
tional, and intellectual self made 
her triumph over control an 
achievement that brought her 
back whole. The openings that 
crumbled her inner being until 
she could no longer recognize 
her true self closed, allowing her 
to open to a trusting world that 
would take care of her needs. 


CAT CHADIN. LicsLw 
5865355 


Feminist Therapy 


Survivors of Incest | 
Sexual Abuse 
Grief & Loss AN 

“—_ 
Slee Fee Scale from $25 
Most Insurance Accepted 
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cageeons 
the VWV at 


1995 marks the 15th year of Incest Re- 


sources. Inc. in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The first 
survivor organization in the country, IR was founded in 1980 by 
Susan Lees, Elaine Westerlund, Kathy Morrissey, and Elizabeth 
Brown. Along with a handful of other survivors in California and 
Colorado, the women of Incest Resources helped pioneer the na- 
tional and international movement. They have the following 
resource lists available: 


National/International Listing of Survivor Self-Help Groups 
National/International Listing of Survivor Newsletters 
Resources for Survivors Abused by Women 

Ritual Abuse Resources 

Multiple Personality Resources 

Legal and Legislative Resources 

Resources for Partners of Female or Male Survivors 
Resources for Nonoffending Parents 

Resources for Survivors of Clergy/Professional Abuse 
Resources to Address the “False Memory” Backlash 


For more-info. send a self-addressed, stamped envelope (55 
cents postage) to: Incest Resources, Inc., 46 Pleasant St., 
Cambridge, MA 02139. 


GIVINGBIRTH 
TO MYSELF: 


Marca Selo Rizzi. 


The Internet Connection 
providing affordable 


% Internet training and consulting 
¢ Information gathering, document delivery 


% Internet seminar series 


for individuals and small businesses. 


The Internet Connection 


Phone (413)549-INET P.O. Box 2727 


Fax  (413)665-0453 Amherst, MA 01004 
inetcon@shaysnet.com 
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Apology for 
Imperialism 
is False 
Feminism 


by Anonymous at request of author 
In honor of International 


Women’s Day on March 8, Patricia 
Edmisten spoke at Bang’s Commu- 
nity Center in Amherst, sponsored 
by the Everywoman’s Center. The 
topic was Peruvian counter-revo- 
lutionary Maria Elena Moyano, who 
was executed by the PCP (Commu- 
nist Party of Peru)—also known as 
Sendero Luminoso or Shining Path. 
Moyano had been actively 
supporting the Peruvian 
government’s war against Sendero 
by organizing her shantytown to 
fight them and handing over names 
of PCP members to the military. The 
fact that the Peruvian government 
and the bourgeois newspapers in 
the U.S. called Moyano “Mother 
Courage” and commented exten- 
sively on their support for her, is 
enough to make one wonder how 
legitimate her so-called feminist 
work was. 

When investigated further, 
one finds her work was legitimate— 
legitimately oppressive in aiding the 
repressive Peruvian government 
in the torture and murder of PCP 
cadre. Moyano played a strategi- 
cally essential role for the Fujimori 
government; trying to manipulate 
the people and sway them away 
from revolutionary activity. 

Keeping the masses divided and 


STANDBY GUARDIAN... 
continued from page 4 


parent become seriously ill. A 

neighbor, ateacher ora stranger 
could choose to question whether 
the child or children are being 
properly cared for. Should this 
happen decisionmaking regard- 
ing who should care for the child 
is no longer in the parent’s con- 
trol. 

Proponents argue that the 
proposed legislation protects both 
parents and the children in- 
volved. Parents would gain new 
options, alternatives to giving up 
their parental rights because 
they wish to appoint a guardian 
and at the present time no other 
provision for doing so is provided 
by law. Children would gain a 
new measure of security just be- 
Cause their appointed guardian 
is involved at every step of any 
transitioning the children face 
most especially importantif death 
of the parent occurs. Trauma for 
the children in the event of be- 
reavement is thought to be less- 
ened when the children are with 
someone with whom they are al- 
ready familiar. With the pro- 
posed guardianship legislation in 


fighting each other (in addition 
to open military repression) 
serves to further support the 
comprador Peruvian rulers. 
Speaking of Moyano in relation 
to the Left, and their role in op- 
posing the PCP, the mainstream 
publication Expreso says, “The 
left was not the wall holding them 
[the PCP] back. It was her, only 
her; Maria Elena Moyano.” (1) 

Moyano was part of the United 
Left in Peru, which generally works 
within the framework of the gov- 
ernment and with imperialist aid 
from countries like the U.S. The PCP, 
unlike the United Left, is fighting 
for self-determination and self- 
sufficiency forits people. 

The main difference between 
the economic strategy of the “Left” 
and the PCP is the former is en- 


couraging an export-led economy . 


(just like the government) and 
Sendero is fighting for a subsistence 
economy—since an export economy 
completely ignores the interests of 
the majority, rural indigenous 
people, in addition to requiring de- 
pendence on external forces for 
survival. In a country with 90% 
unemployment, and little domesti- 
cally owned industry left, this is an 
important distinction. The United 
Left (which holds government po- 
sitions in Peru) supports imperial- 
ist hegemonic control—so as to 
continue to allow for superprofits 
to be sucked out of the Peruvian 
people to benefit the First World 
and asmail elite in Peru. 

While Edmisten apologized 
for imperialism, she also distorted 
facts about the PCP. She used the 
number of deaths since armed 


ruggle began, which is &s! 
mee at 30,000, to try and nee. 
public opinion against the ‘fled 
She claimed that the PCP ki 7 
this 30,000, but in reality most fe) 
these deaths have been PCP cadre 
or “sympathizers” at the hands 
of the military. The Peruvian 
government will attest to this 
genocidal reality. (2) | 

In addition, she criticized the 
PCP for not allowing women to have 
leadership roles in the party. Thisis 
also a fallacy. In fact the majority of 
members as well as a majority of 
the leadership positions are held 
by women. Proof of this is that when 
Gonzalo, Chairperson of the PCP, 
was arrested, so were Many mem- 
bers of the Central Committee—a 
majority of which were women. 

Edmisten also stated that 
Moyano was a pacifist. Yet how ac- 
curate is this when she openly aided 
military violence? She was re- 
sponsible for organizing Neighbor- 
hood Patrols to fight the Shining 
Path. These patrols are armed and 
come under the control of military 
commands. (3) She was also well 
aware that giving names of PCP 
cadre to the military would not only 
result in their being captured, but 
also tortured and possibly killed. 
However, she had no moral objec- 
tions to partaking in this kind of 
violence. 

At the end of the talk, when 
asked about the pro-PCP facts, 
given at a lecture by Carol 
Andreas, which are contrary to 
her own, Edmisten dismissed the 
opposing viewpoints as “differ- 
ent experiences”. This is Liberal, 
pseudo-feminist garbage. One 


place, any parent-can petition 
the court at any time regardless 
of whether illness is apparent. 
The parent would, then, have 
someone of his/her choosing asa 
standby guardianship proxy. 
That person’s rights as guardian 
proxy would be in effect from 
then on but only on a just-in- 
case basis. If the parent died, that 
person would already be in place 
legally as the children’s guard- 
ian. Under present law, if the 
parent dies only probate court 
can say who will care for the 
children and this determination 
necessarily subjects the children 
to uncertainty and delay and fur- 
ther burden. 

The Standby and Emergency 
Guardianship Proxy Bill is not 
moving along unopposed, how- 
ever. Probate Court judges are 
Said to be questioning it strongly 
because of the emergency sec- 
tion which sidesteps any judge’s 
approval. Proponents answer 
back that emergency guardian- 
ship makes only a very tempo- 
rary assignment parental rights 
and cannot be extended. Fur- 
thermore, emergency guardian- 
Ship does not create a new reality: 
Parents are Presently giving the 


care of their children over to 
friends, neighbors, relatives for 
short periods of time. These tem- 
porary stints of surrogate 
parenting are done without court 
involvement. And further, if 
there were cases of child abuse 
or neglect under emergency 
guardianship conditions, they 
would be subject to reporting to 
DSS the same as they are now. 
rour states, now, have a 
Standby-type provision under 
law: New York, California, Ili- 
nois, and Florida. In researching 
their Proposal for possible legis- 
lation, the two originating AIDS 
organizations found one prob- 
lem reported in a single state re- 
garding standby guardianship. 
New York legislators told them 
that in the case of any kind of 
benefit checks, standby guard- 
ianship law(s) did not provide 
for the guardian’s signature 
power and, so, access to those ben- 
efit funds. Any type of benefit 
check would have to be re-as- 
signed to the guardian and under 
all circumstances that would bea 
time costly process. Diane 
Palladino, of Western Mass 
Women & AIDS Network: “We 


individual, Edmisten, is support- 
ing the repressive military, the 
overnment and imperialism, 
The other, Andreas, supports the 
Maoist PCP and their just fight 
against oppression. ; 

One must use the informa- 

tion available to make informed 
decisions about which informa. 
tion is correct, and which side jg 
worth supporting. The immedi- 
ate consequences for First World 
women who pretend there are no 
sides are essentially nil, However, 
this attitude is ultimately para- 
lyzing to First World progressives 
as well as counterproductive to 
those women and men in the 
Third World who are fighting 
against U.S. imperialism. 

Real feminism requires an un- 
derstanding of imperialism, spe- 
cifically that the interests of First 
and Third World women are dia- 
metrically opposed. First World 
women benefit from imperialism, 
The revolutionary feminism of the 
PCP should be recognized and sup- 
ported by First World women. Ex- 
posing the lies of the apologists for 
imperialism is a necessary part of 
building public opinion for the real 
revolutionary feminists. 


Written by a member of RAIL 
(Revolutionary Anti-Imperialist 
League) a group led by MIM (Maoist 
Internationalist Movement). 

For more information about 
the PCP and/or the EI Diario article 
about Moyano write P.O. Box 712 
Amherst, MA 01004-0712. 


Notes: 

1. Expreso 2/19/92, p. 18. 
2. El Pais 9/20/92. 

3. El Diario 4/92, p. 15. 


advise attorneys, here in Massa- 
chusetts, to create a standby 
power of attorney (for their cli- 
ents), independent of the 
(standby guardianship) legisla- 
tion.” 


If you would like to help 
Co see to it that this legisla- 
tion passes 

—spread the word, let’s 
make sure that everyone 
knows, 

—ask for an information 
session held in your com- 
munity, 

—volunteer to give testi- 
mony in writing or in per- 
son as to why this legislation 
is needed, 

7 7ceall or write to your 
legislators right away. 


For more information, con- 
tact Nancy Marks, AIDS Action 
Committee at (617) 450-1368 or 
Diane Palladino, Western Mass. 


Women & AIDS Nety 13 
582-5688 etwork at (413) 


The Northampton City 
Government's Response 
to The Contract for 
America 


Upon the recommendation of Ma 


Clare Higgins and Councillor Linda M. seamen, Ford, Councillor Mary 


Desmond: 


BEIT RESOLVED 


WHEREAS, provisions of 
America's Personal Responsibili 
and welfare refo 
City of Northa 


ae peresed Federal Contract With 
ctand related proposals for housin 
rm would have devastating effects on the residents of fhe 
mpton, and on the fiscal integrity of the City; and 


eae in Northampton there are 324 households receiving 
* 93! ouseholds receiving food stamps; 1,629 participants in the 

omen’'s, Infants, and Children's Program; 1,100 reimbursed school 
lunches per day; 250 reimbursed school breakfasts per day; 1,311 


households receiving fuel assista i i i 
Me niceean nce, including 131 with elders and 234 


WHEREAS, ifthe school breakfast and lunch programs in Northampton 
are reduced or eliminated, and students are not adequately fed, the 


on of educational opportunities for all students will be compromised; 
an 


WHEREAS, reducing or eliminating various sources of support for 
families and individuals would have an adverse impact both on their 
quality of life and on commercial activity in Northampton, as it would lead 
to aloss of revenue on the part of the City and the State, while at the same 
time increasing the demands for services; and 


WHEREAS, landlords attempting to provide low income people with 
decent, affordable housing would suffer because loss or reductions of 


incomes would render lowincome residents unable to meet their monthly 
rental obligations; and 


WHEREAS, the policies of the Personal Responsibility Act would have 
the effect ofimpoverishing families and disrupting lives because it would: 

* Eliminate the entitlement to cash programs such as AFDC, and 
convert them into underfunded block grants, which could result in the 
permanent denial of AFDC for children born to unmarried teens, and to 
mothers already receiving AFDC, and in an absolute five-year time limit 
(or, at state option, two-year limit) for receipt of AFDC, regardless of 
individual circumstances, 

* Consolidate WIC, food stamps, and school breakfast and Junch 
programs into an underfunded block grant. 

* Cut off cash, food, and medical care to most legalimmigrants. 

* Eliminate supplemental security income program cash benefits for 
most disabled children and many disabled adults. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED, 

That the Mayor and the City Council shall join with the Children's 
Defense Fund, the National League of Cities, Catholic Charities USA, SEIU 
International, AFL-CIO, National Association of Social Workers, National 
Council of LaRaza, Food Research and Action Center, National Association 
of Counties, and American Association of Community Colleges, in OPPOSING 
the provisions of the Contract With America's Personal Responsibility 
Act, and shall urge the City of Northampton's Congressional Represen- 
tatives in the United States House and Senate, as well as the House and 
Senate leadership, and the White House, to reject such proposals. 


Se ee 
FOOD FOR mp, SELF-EXPLORATION FOR WOMEN 
ae ee) = ANNIE MCCOLLUM 
Woe + trained in psychosynthesis 
THOUGHT * experienced in Jungian 
approaches to dreamwork 
menepesetanpatts ¢ emphasis on making choices: 
The Valley's Only transforming old patterns: 
Non-Profit, Workers‘ Collective and integrating feelings’ 
Bookstoret thoughts and values 
“TO6 NN. Pleasant St ® Amherst MA_ sliding scale/ 586-0963 
(413) 253-3432 
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Candles & Incense © Rugs © Baskets ° Cards @ Tovs © T-Shirts 
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Subject to 
Debate 


By Katha Pollitt ; 
Reprinted with permission from The 
Nation. 


“You start out with the phi- 
losophy that you can have as many 
babies as you want...if you don’task 
the government to take care of 
them. But when you start asking 
the government to take care of 
them, the government ought to 
have some control over you. [would 
say, for people like that, ifthey want 
the government to take care of their 
children I would be for something 
like Norplant, mandatory Norplant." 

What well known politician 
made the above remarks? Newt 
Gingrich? Jesse Helms? Dan Quayle? 
No, it was Marion Barry, newly in- 
stalled democratic Mayor of our 
nation’s capital, speaking last No- 
vember to Sally Quinn of The 
Washington Post. The same Marion 
Barry whose swearing-in on 
January 2 featured a poetry 
reading by Maya Angelou, who, 
according to The New York Times, 
“drew thunderous applause when 
she pointed at Mr. Barry and 
crooned: ’Me and my baby, we 
gonna shine, shine!’” Clarence 
Thomas, Bill Clinton, Marion Barry: 
Ms. Angelou sure knows how to pick 
them. 

One of my neighbors told mein 
the laundry room that it wasn’t 

very nice of me to have mentioned 
Arianna Huffington’s millions when 
we “debated” spirituality and school 
prayer on Crossfire the other day. 
So I won't belabor Mayor Barry’s 
personal history here. After all, the 
great thing about Christianity, of 
which Mayor Barry told Ms. Quinn 
he is now a fervent devotee, is that 
you can always declare yourself 
reformed, reborn and redeemed. 
So maybe Mayor (“Bitch set me up”) 
Barry really is the man to “bring 
integrity back into the govern- 
ment,” as he is promising to do. 

But isn’t itinteresting that the 
male politicians who go all out for 
family values-the deadbeat dads, 
multiple divorcers, convicted felons, 
gropers and philanderers who rule 
the land- always focus on women’s 
behavior and always ina punitive 
way? You could, after all, see the 
plethora of women and children in 
poverty as the fruits of male feck- 
lessness, callousness, selfishness 
and sexual vanity. We hear an awful 
lot about pregnant teens, but what 
about the fact that 30 percent of 
fathers of babies born to girls un- 
der sixteen are men in their 20’s or 
older? What about the fact that the 
condom is the only cheap, easy to 
use, effective, side effect-less non- 
prescription method of contracep- 
tion- and it is the male partner who 
must choose to use it? What about 
the 50 percent of welfare mothers 
who are on the rolls because of di- 
vorce-i.e. the failure of judges to 
order, or husbands to pay, adequate 
child support? 

Marion Barry’s views on wel- 
fare are shared by millions: Women 
have babies by parthenogenesis or 
cloning, and then perversely de- 


Valley Women's Voice/April 1995 7 


mand that the government “take 
care of them.” Last time I looked, 
taking car of children meant feed- 
ing, bathing and singing the Barney 
song, and mothers, not government 
bureaucrats, were performing 
those tasks. It is not the mother’s 
care that welfare replaces but the 
father’s cash. Newt Gingrich’s Per- 
sonal Responsibility Act is directed 
against unmarried moms, but these 
women are actually assuming a 
responsibility that their babies fa- 
thers have shirked. It’s all very 
well to talk about orphanages, but 
what would happen to children if 
mothers abandoned them at the 
rate fathers do? A woman who 
leaves her newborn in the hospital 
and never returns for it still makes 
headlines. You’d need a list as thick 
as the New York City phone book to 
name the men who have no idea 
where or how or who their children 
are. 

My point is not to demonize 
men, but fair’s fair. If we’ve come so 
far down the road that we’re talk- 
ing about mandatory Norplant; 
about starving women into giving 
up their kids to orphanages (Re- 
publican version) or forcing young 
mothers to live in group homes 
(Democratic version); if Charles 
Murray elicits barely a peep when 
he suggests releasing men from fi- 
nancial obligations to out-of-wed- 
lock children and divorced moms 
have to hire private detectives to 
get their exes to pay court-awarded 
child support, it’s time to insure 
that the Personal Responsibility Act 
applies equally to both sexes. For 
example: 

1. Aman who fathers a child 
out of wedlock must pay $10,000 a 
year or 20 percent of his income, 
whichever is greater, in child sup- 
port until the child reaches 21. If he 
is unable to pay, the government 
will, in which case the father will be 
given a workfare (no wage) job and 
a dorm residence comparable to 
those provided homeless women 
and children- i.e. curfews, no visi- 
tors and compulsory group therapy 
sessions in which, along with other 
unwed father, he can learn to 
identify the patterns of irrespon- 
sibility that led him to impregnate a 
woman so thoughtlessly. 

2. Aman who fathers a second 
child out of wedlock must pay child 
support equal to that for the first; if 
he can’t, oris already on workfare, 
he must have a vasectomy. A 
sample of his sperm will be pre- 
served so he can father more chil- 
dren if he becomes able to support 
the ones he already has. 

3. Married men who father 
children out of wedlock or in se- 
quential marriages have the same 
obligations to all their children, 
whose living standards must be as 
close to equal as is humanly possible. 
This means that some older men 
will be financially unable to provide 
their much-younger trophy wives 
with the babies those women often 
crave. Too bad! 

4. Given the important role 
played by fathers in everything 
from upping their children’s test 
scores to teaching them the 
meaning of terms like “wide-re- 
ceiver” and “throw-weight,” di- 
vorced or unwed fathers will be 


SUBJECT TO DEBATE... 
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Herbs For 
Women's 
Health 


{Note: the law requires this 
disclaimer. This column is meant 
for informational purposes only and 
is not intended to replace the ad- 
vice of a medical practitioner. 
Should you use this information 
without the approval of your 
physician, you are prescribing for 
yourself, which (at time of press) is 
still your constitutional right, but 
the author and Valley Women’s 
Voice collective can assume no re- 
Ssponsibility.} 


After receiving several re- 
quests, i have decided to devote 
this month’s column to adescription 
of howto make yourself some of the 
more common herbal preparations: 
tinctures, oils and salves. While 
these products are all widely 
available at any good health food 
store, or by catalogue, they are 
easily made at home at far lower 
cost. Also, there’s something spe- 
cial about using an herbal prepa- 
ration that you’ve made yourself. 

Tinctures are an extract of the 

herb’s qualities in either alcohol or 
an acid suchas apple cider vinegar. 
Tinctures provide many advan- 
tages not found with other herbal 
methods, such as simple infusions 
made from dried herbs. First, 
tinctures resist spoilage; an alcohol 
tincture will remain usable for 
years, as opposed to dried herbs, 
which lose their effectiveness after 
six months to a year. Second, 
tinctures can make more efficient 
use ofa limited amount of an herb, 
since they extract and concentrate 
the medicinal qualities of the plant. 
A small amount goes a long way. 
Tinctures are easy to store and 
convenient to carry and use. They 
also avoid the necessity of swal- 
lowing cupfuls of tea made from 
some of the more unpalatable herbs. 
Finally, alcohol or cider vinegar is 
often a more effective extracting 
agent than water of the medicinal 
properties of some plants. 

Making atincture is extremely 
simple. The best results usually 
come with fresh plants, although 
dried can be used if it is all that is 
available. To make a tincture, chop 
up your plant material, placeitina 
wide-mouth glass jar, and cover 
with your choice of alcohol (vodka 
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or brandy are commonly used) or 
vinegar. If you are using fresh 
plants, fill the jar to just below the 
rim with the herbs before cover- 
ing with liquid. Dried plants take 
up less space; with these, fill the 
jar one quarter full with herbs 
before filling to the top with liq- 
uid. Always use glass jars, as plas- 
tic can react with the medicinal 
compounds found in some plants. 
Store your steeping mixture in a 
cool place out of direct sunlight, 
and shake at least once a day for 
six weeks. This will produce a 
potent extraction. After six 
weeks, you may decant the liquid 
by pouring it off through a very 
thin cloth, and squeezing out the 
herbs before returning them to 
the earth. (Unlike with oils, it is 
not vital to decant an alcohol tinc- 
ture immediately at the end of 
the six weeks, as the herbs in 
alcohol will not spoil.) Store your 
finished product in glass jars out 
of thesun. Amber dropper bottles 
for dispensing are available by 
mail through many herbal cata- 
logues, as well as at most health 
food stores. I have found that 
making a vinegar tincture of 
some of the more nutritive herbs 
(such as raspberry leaf or al- 
falfa) and using this vinegar in 
my salad dressing is a great simple 
way to add these herbs to my daily 
diet! 
Oils are most often used topi- 
cally, as are salves. There are two 
kinds of herbal oils: essential and 
infused. Essential oils require a 
mechanical extraction process - 
they are very potent and are 
available commercially. Infused oils, 
however, are easy to make at home. 
Again, by far the best quality oil will 
be obtained by using fresh plants. 
Fill a glass jar with the herbal ma- 
terial, then cover with a good quality 
olive oil, making sure that all of the 
plant matter is covered by the oil. 
It is essential to prevent air from 
contacting the herbs, which can lead 
to spoilage. Cover tightly and let 
stand ina cool dark place for three 
to six weeks. Do not shake! Adayor: 
two after you put the herbs in oil, 
open the jar and prod the plant 
material with a chopstick to release 
any air which may have been 
trapped in with the herbs. When 
making oils, itis important to decant 
immediately at the end of the 
steeping period, as leaving the herbs 
in the oil results in spoilage. Decant 
as above, with one added step: a 
day or two after decanting, check 


! 


your storage jar for any water at 
the bottom of the jar, which may 
have been released by the steep- 
ing plants. If there is any, decant 
the oil again, being careful to 
prevent the water from mixing 
with the oil, as this can also cause 
spoilage. As a preservative, i usu- 
ally add a few drops of essential 
oil of chaparral or citrus to my 
oils. Some plants with high wa- 
ter content, such as fresh com- 
frey (Symphytum officinale), 
cannot steep for so long without 
spoiling. In these cases, one way 
to speed up the process is to put 
the oil/plant mixture in a glass 
casserole dish and put it in the 
oven on its lowest setting for five 
hours. Then, steep the herbs as 
before, but for only 1-2 weeks. 

Salves are soothing external 
remedies for bites, burns, cuts, 
swelling, or any other surface ail- 
ment. To make a salve, start with 
the infused oil of the herb. Puta 
small amount at a time (no more 
than 3-4 ounces) into a stainless 
steel or enamel lined pan and heat 
it over a very low heat. Add be- 
tween 1/8 to 1/4 of an ounce of 
grated beeswax, keeping the heat 
only high enough that the beeswax 
melts completely into the oil. To test 
forconsistency, dripa small amount 
of your warm mixture onto a cold 
plate - it will solidify quickly and 
you can thus tell when you have 
added enough beeswax. When this 
point has been reached, quickly 
pour your mixture into small, wide- 
mouth jars and store in a cool dark 
place. If you desire, asmall amount 
of fragrant essential oil can be added 
to the warm mixture to create a 
pleasant-smelling product. 

These methods of herbal 
preparation can all be done at home, 
simply and at far less expense than 
buying commercially-prepared 
products. Using these techniques, 
you can easily build up your own 
personal medicine cabinet of your 
favorite herbal remedies. While 
teas area great way of using herbs 
on a daily basis, these prepara- 
tions last longer and are often 
more versatile than water based 
infusions of dried herbs. I hope 
some of you find these simple 
techniques as useful and enjoy- 
able as i have! 
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SUBJECT TO DEBATE... 
continued from page 7 
legally compelledto spend time with 
their children or face criminal 
charges of child neglect. Absentee 
dads, not overburdened single 
moms, will be legally liable for the 
crimes and misdemeanors of their 
minor children, and their pay- 
checks will be docked if the kids are 
truant. 

5. In view of the fact that men 
can father children unknowingly, 
all men will pay a special annual tax 
to provide support for children 
whose paternity is unknown. Men 
wishing to avoid the tax can un- 
dergo avasectomy at state expense, 
with sperm frozen at personal ex- 
pense (Republican version) or by 
government subsidy (Democratic 
version). 

As I was saying, fair’s fair. 
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‘Typesotting -Businoss cards “Binding, cutting, folding 


‘Recycled papors Thesis, rasumo *Passporn photos 


~Open 7? days across from the Amherst Town Common 


29 S. Pleasant St. 256-6425 


-——— 
| TAKE BACK THE 
Teen MARCH 
Thursday April 13, 
6:00 p. m. 
Northampton, 

FMI or to help out 
call 


Irma Gonzales 
545-5833 


- 


Your Ad Here! 


Reach over 5,000 readers 
im the valley and beyond! 
Call Michelle @ the Voice office: 
545-2436, or at home 549-7714 


Wiid Iris 


a women’s gift shop 

7 Old South St. 
Northampton, MA 

tele. no. (413) 586-7313 
hours: tues.-wed. 10-6; 
thurs.-sat. 10-9; sun. 12-5 


by Aisha Gabriel 


Two women. 

Two women with warm per- 
sonalities. 

Two women with warm per- 
sonalities acted on a women-fo- 
cused gift shop and art space, to 
bring a ten-year dream to life. 
And from most reports the iris is 
in full bloom. 

When I first saw the name I 
almost didn’t care what kind of 
shop it was—I just liked the name. 
Then I noticed its one-line claim: 
“_,. art by women for women.” 
Even better. Istopped by and met 
Lorraine Montalto and Joyce Toth; 
both friendly and quietly engag- 
ing. Iwas amazed by their trans- 
formation of what used to be The 
Blue Flame Restaurant. 

Visitors walk into lavender- 
walled womyn space. The careful 
selection of houseplants, cozy 
seating, colors, music and art ob- 
jects are intended as a Safe invit- 
ing environment that women— 
everywoman— can relax in and 
enjoy. If the Pioneer Valley is 
full of frequent attempts to cre- 
ate women-focused events and 
temporary women-specific en- 
virons then Wild Iris is an on- 
going attempt to address a 
perceived. need to be womyn fo- 
cused. “We always envisioned it 
as a beautiful space for women 
that sold art, t-shirts, jewelry.” 

“We’re unique from other 
gift shops in that we are for 
women, Other shops may carry 
things for women but.that’s all 
that we carry.” 

“(However), we are an art 
shop and a gift shop, ... we have 
a number of things men would 
like. We’ve had many men 
who’ve come in shopping and we 
are always happy to see them.” 

The shop is designed 
sparsely. For my taste, just the 
right balance of store stock and wood 
floor open spaces. These are no 
ordinary shelf fillers, everything is 
madebywomen artists. Yes, women 
paint and in watercolors, pastels, 
and other media. And they create 
the sort of craft products you’d 
expect to see at New England fairs. 
But women also create stained 
glass wonders, some for sale at 
Wild Iris. During one visit to the 


shop, I watched a male customer 


Individual & Couples Therapy for: 


Lesbian & Bisexual Women's Therapy Group 
Exploring Your Sexual Orientation Group 
Free Sfid Teen Group 


delight over the purchase of a 
framed tulip all done in stained 
glass. Women, also, do woodcrafts: 
at Wild Iris there are beautiful 
handmade cutting boards and 
animal-shaped coat racks. There 
are handwoven scarves and pot- 
tery and bound feathers to give 
to someone for courage. Many 
more commonly found items such 
as refrigerator magnets, t-shirts, 
and postcards have impressive 
women-focused themes as their 
claim to fame. And, yes, you can 
find goddess meditation statues 
there. 

If you aren’t knowledgeable 
in womyn's symbolism when you 
peruse the jewelry, Lorraine and 
Joyce are happy to give a quick 
word by way of education and ad- 
vice. For more detailed information 
pertinent to women’s lives, see their 
shelves for contemporary pro- 
women magazines and an impres- 
sive range of women-info books; 
all the “trendy” titles are there 
and then some. 

And, of course, no self-re- 
specting women-focused shop 
would be without a good basic col- 
lection of women’s music: 
Caselberry & Dupre, Lucie Blue 
Tremblay, Sweet Honey in the Rock, 
Heather Bishop, Kris Williamson. 
Commenting on their music and 
book stock: “We just tried to get as 
wide a collection of topics as we 
could—appealing tolesbian and not 
lesbian.” 

Among the many artists and 
craftswomen who have displayed 
there since Wild Iris’ opening are 
Laura K. (watercolor), Gina Avazian 
(jewelry), Joy Freidman (pottery), 
Wendy Greenwolf (feathers, 
painted spirit stones), Judith Sara 
(earth sculptures), and Mary Hynes 
(handwoven chenille scarves). 

Wild Iris also functions as an 
event space. “(We wanted to) give 
back tothecommunity...“ Jaime 
Morton, Cindy Bow, and Diana 
Brewer have been among local 
women musicians who have per- 
formed to necessarily small but 
packed, enthusiastic audiences 
there. Speakers have given infor- 
mative talks on legal issues around 
divorce, children, and partnering; 
menopause; other areas relevant 
towomen’s lives. Readings by local 
authors are on the agenda. “We feel 
very open. We would like people to 
suggest what we should feature.” 

So far, so good: women’s 
space that’s well on its way to 
being established in the commu- 
nity. “We have chairs and a 
rocker. We want people to feel 
like staying. If they want to stay 
two hours and read a magazine, 
that’s fine with us.” 


JEWELRY + CRAFTS 
BOOKS - MUSIC 
STAINED GLASS 
GIFTS » TEE SHIRTS 

COMMITMENT RINGS 

POTTERY + ART 
BUTTONS + CARDS 
BUMPER STICKERS 

AND MORE! 


HOURS: 

TUE-WED 10-6 

THURS -SAT 10-9 
SUN 12-5 


COME IN AND HANG OUT! TEA & BAKED GOODS DAILY! 
"THE VALLEY'S WOMEN'S GIFT SHOP" 
7 OLD SOUTH STREET, NORTHAMPTON 
(UNDER LA CAZUELA RESTAURANT) 
(413) 586-7313 
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CALENDAREVENTS AT | 
WILD IRIS 


Sat., April 8th, 8 p.m. OPEN MIKE. Reserved seating. 
Admission $1. 


Fri., April 28th, 8 p.m. MOVIE NIGHT: “THE WAR WIDOW.” 
Admission $1. Free popcorn. 


Fri., May 5th, 8 p.m. MONICA GRANT, comic/singer. 
Sliding scale $5-$8. 


Sat., May 13th, 11 a.m.-4:00 p.m. CLOTHING EXCHANGE. 
Bring clothes, swap clothes. Wild Iris Patio, rain or shine. 


Mon., May 22nd, 7 p.m. READING: Kathleen Kelley, Emma 
Morgan, and Joan Larkin. Free. 


Wed., June 7th, 7 p.m. DUSTY MILLER, author of Women 


Who Hurt Themselves: Mistreatment and Mismanaged Care? 
Free. 


Sat., June 17th, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. PATIO PLEASURES. Come and 
hang out. 


Wed., June 21st, 7 p.m. LEGAL SEMINAR with Atty. Pat 
Dickson. “Protection for You and Your Estate.” 

Also, info on health care proxies, wills, and durable 
powers of attorney.. Bring your questions. Free. 


All events are for women only. 
7 South St., Northampton, MA., (413) 586-7313. 


FIVE COLLEGE WOMEN'S STUDIES 
RESEARCH CENTER 
presents 


WORKS IN PROGRESS SERIES 


Martha Umphrey, Amherst College, Reading the Un-, 
written Law: Sex and Excess in the Thaw Murder Trials. 
April 3, 4:30 p.m. 


Barbara L. Whitten, Colorado College, Perspectives of 
a Feminist Physicist: Can Science Be Objective? April 4, 
7:30 p.m. 


Janet Aalfs, Valley Women's Martial Arts, the Valley 
Lesbian Writers Group, KIAI: A WOMAN SHOUTS... 
Poetry, Martial Arts and Self Defense. April 10, 4:30 p.m. 


Nitza M. Hidalgo, Westfield State College, Allof David's 
Mothers: The Story of a Puerto Rican Family. April 11, 
7:30 p.m. 


Momoko Watanabe, Tokyo Metropolitan University, 
Japan, Trajectory of Feminism in the Poetry of Adrienne 
Rich. April 18, 7:30 p.m. 


Marsha Marotta, University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, From Image to Practice: Maternal Bodies Ma- 
ternal Subjects. April 24, 4:30 p.m. 


Jyl Lyn Felman, Northampton, MA, If Only I'd Been 
Born a Kosher Chicken: a Jewish Daughter's Search for 
the Mother. April 25, 7:30 p.m. 


| All talks are held in the Dickinson House Living Room 
at Mount Holyoke College and are free and open to the 
public. For more information call (413) 538-2022. 
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Lucie Blue 
Tremblay 
Romantic 
Balladeer 
From the 
North 


by Aisha Gabriel 

Lucie Blue Tremblay, French- 
Canadian singer and instrumen- 
talist, graced the Iron Horse Music 
Hall, March 18th & 19th. She did 
two shows, both well attended. A 
tea at Lunaria, a women’s book- 
store, held in her honor brought 
few fans, apparently due to too 
little publicity. Too bad. They 
might have enjoyed meeting a 
shy young woman who appears 
to have found the internal deter- 
mination to give us, her public, 
true Lucie Blue. 

First of all, the visitor from the 
north wants everyone to know that 
she is French-Canadian, a franco- 
phone unapologetic. Her first set 
began with no introductory words 
to the audience but a straight set- 
tlingin with astrong display of Lucie 
as pianist and dreamer in French 
lyrics. About her bi-lingual per- 


formances: “In order for meto bea . 


whole performer I! cannot negate 
either language. My singing in 
French as if it were perfectly nor- 
mal enables people to be accepting 
of the language and connects them 
with the French culture and French 
speaking people. This is such an 
important part of my work, my 
music, and me.” 

Having used her music and 
voice to signin, she was now ready 
to talk to us, her audience. Lucie 
Blue talks. These monologues— 
which occasionally become brief 
dialogues with audience members— 
are not mere bridges between 
songs. Lucie talks, as much for 
herself as for us; and such is the 
nature of shy people, perhaps. Her 
monologues are pure extempora- 
neous chatter to the delight of her 
audiences. The chatter goes ev- 
erywhere from complaints (no one 
came to the bookstore tea) to per- 
sonal updates (she has become a 
college student with tuition bills to 
pay) to stand-up comedienne (her 
jokes and anecdotes are witty and 
funny). A couple of talk stints 
were too long; she got lost in the 
details of some personal story and 
risked losing her audience. But 
her recovery was always success- 
ful: once she began to play and 


Sing she had us peaceful and 
happy again. 

Her instrumentation alone is 
worth the price of the ticket. Lucie 
Blue can show you the beauty ofa 
piano’s sound or switch to acoustic 
guitar and make you comfortable 
with every note and chord. Her 
instincts are good regarding 
which instrument will best help 
her to tell the story her lyrics 
convey. She said that she is self- 
taught and is just now putting 
herself through the paces of for- 
mal training.. She hopes to en- 
hance the remarkable talent she 
already has “for putting the emo- 
tions into the music.” 

Her music is enormously emo- 
tional. On the light side there are 
pop tunes like “There Was a Time” 
and “All Out of Love Tonite” which 
each havea rhythm and blues beat. 
“All Out of Love Tonite” has R&B 
back-up vocals that complement 
Lucie’s all out playfulness singing 
about love’s troubles. (Why aren’t 
these songs on the air?) Most of her 
songs are about love, among them 
are “All It Takes,” “Seventh House” 
which her fans called out for, and 
“With or Without You” (“Don’t you 
know I’m gonna survive with or 
without you... ButI guarantee life 
is never so sweet as when /’m with 
you.”) But “So Lucky” and. its 
complement song the jazzy “The 
Guilty One” are stand outs. At the 
Iron Horse, Lucie Blue showed us 
what her aged and improved voice 
can do with these last two. Superb. 
Aside from warmly blanketing her 
audiences with love songs she has 
an impressive mix of social 
awareness themes and melodies 
such as “I Want You to Know Who 
I Really Am,” a vocal coming out 
letter to loved ones, “Voix 
d’Enfant” about incest, and 
“Laissez-Moi Sortir” about 
women in prison. Lastly, a Best 
Storytelling Award should go to 
Lucie Blue Tremblay for “A Place 
in the Woods” and the tear-jerker 
poetics of “Getting Old,” inspired 
by her mother’s aging. 

The Lucie Blue voice has grown 
and become fuller, more controlled 
as she has grown. Amazing fullness 
of sound filled the Iron Horse that 
night sometimes deliberately un- 


aided by a microphone. She knew & 


how to move about the stage and 
best showcase that rich hang- 
notes-in-the-air voice. Let’s hope 
a next album isn’t too far in the 
future. 

Of course, Lucie Blue is loved 
by specific audiences - she makes 
a laudable contribution to gay 
pride. But Lucie Blue Tremblay 
is, Without question, highly ac- 
cessible to all audiences just be- 
cause of her quirky, young 
person’s charm and because 
when all is said and done, she is 
one of the more creative roman- 
tic lyricists around. 
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Flowers for all the times that are important to you. 


Fresh- Silk-Dnied 


220 North Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 
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Local Delivery 
Flowers Sent Worldwide |i 
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NORTHAMPTON'S 


BAR & NIGHTCLUB 
25 WEST STREET, NOHO 586-9409 
NOW OPEN 7 NIGHTS AT Spm! 


Pool table / Large screen Tv / 
Games / Cute bartenders 


DANCING EVERY NIGHT! 
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Dykes To Watch Out For 


by Alison Bechdel 
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SOUNDS VICTORIAN, 
BUT Don't YouTHINK 
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©1995 By ALUON BECHDEL ho * 


ACTUALLY, (T Kind OF | THAT’ 

HELPED. £ DECIDED To Peed 
QUIT MAKING EXCUSES, 
THIS SUMMER T FINISH 
*_ My DISSERTATION 
“OR ELSE. -. 


So way DIDN'T I Hoto 
OUT? Am 1 SABOTAGING 
PYSELF ? Oo T REALLy 
FEAR INTIMACY ? 


YEAH. ITD BE WICE To HAVE A 
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by Alison Bechdel 


GUESs T WENT A TAD SHORTER THAN 
SHE LIKED. DIDN'T Sie READ HER 
STUFF AT THE Bookstore TH 


E ON995 by AlNSon Bec HOES 


" No, Sus'5 CooL. 
“THAT'S GOOD SHES DATING 
APA I JUST WANNA MAKE HER LAST GIRLFRIEND 
AG) SURE SHE'S NOT AN REAWY PUT HER THROU /pr 
as egal Ls 
$f. File Eg 


RELAX, A FRIEND OF 
AINE I$ DATING HER. GIRL, REALLY CUTE. SHE'S 
SUNGS HASH ATTHE ALWAYS COMING IN TO 
RIGHTEOUS TURNIP? Jf SEE ANGELA WITH SOME 
= z KIND OF SPORTS INJURY. 


WHAT Do You KNOW 
ABouT HER EX, 

DEIRDRE? WHEN 

DID THEy BREAK UP? 


THEY BROKE uP? Aw, 


j I'M GOING To A PARTY AF: 
THATS TOO BAD! JEEZ, | . TE OTTER 


) THIS WHERE PEOPLE MIGHT 
KNOW. WHY DON'T You 


LIKE FIVE YEARS OR 
SOMETHING. WHICH ONE 
ARE YOU AFTER? 40 = 
mek ee 


LO!S No INFORMATION YET, Bur IF 
You WANNA CHECK LouISE OUT, SHES 
HERE. Look For A TALL JOCK TYPE 


ye's AM42, Z 
eben bons SAN 
ER 


Valley Women’s Voice/April 1995 11 


RUDE GIRLS 


Happy Spring! After a few months of hibernation, Rude Girls is 
back. We as be ated sporadic but we love learning about and 
celebrating the ways that women cone with day to day harassment, 
sexism and obnoxious assumptions that come our way. 


Dear Rude Girls: 


I have long been a fan. I wait for your column with each issue. | 
also know many stories that in my pinion would make wonderful 
Rude Girls entries. Often though, the folks don't want to bother 
writing them down or else I don't think to ask them. This is one such 
story about a young woman Sta eee to male racism. My friend 
who is Asian American, was being followed by three high school 
male classmates. The began making what she described as "Chinese 
sounds" - stereotypically racist tongue clicking and pronounced 
vowel sounds. She promptly whirled on them, grabbed one by the 
hair, punched the other, and threw the third against the wall. She 
then went on to her gym class. 


-B. 2. 
Dear B. 2.: 


Thanks for writing and for being a devotes reader and letter 
recruiter. The collective and I decided that since you had your 
friend's permission we wanted to include your letter/her story. 
(And do keep inspiring other friends to write.) Good going with the 
understanding that this could be women's only space. 


Your friend's story sure made me realize (again) that there's 
definitely a variety of creative empowering ways (with shock value!) 
to respond to harassment. And women use these ways! But it also 
shows there's plenty of cients and scary ways to ose people 
too. I mean without obstacles like that , since we're kids, a young 
woman like your friend would probably have led a major social 
justice revolution and still made it to gym class on time. 


And on the subject of friend's stories, here's one that a friend of 
mine has been too busy to write. (It was a public action she helped 
plan soI know I'm not messing around with confidentiality to tell it). 


On Valentine's Day my friend and a group of other fat activists 
against fat oppression made surprise visits as a group to several diet 
centers and gyms. They passed out chocolate hearts with printed 
notes that said, "This Valentine's Day, love yourself!" 


Pretty powerful, huh? I thought it was a good way to be direct, 
bold, and rude in a radical and loving way. 


So here's a cartoon on the fat phobia theme. I hope it doesn't come 
across as shaming the woman who worries about her body. I was 
more hoping to show that I think more often than we realize, self- 
hate is destructive of ourselves and women around us... (unless it 


backfires...) 


So take care, be rude, and write letters: Rude Girls, 321 Student 
Union Building, UMass, Amherst, MA 01003. 


Sponsored by Stuff-It Storage 
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April 2: Rabbi Leila Gal Berner will 
give a talk entitled “Journey Towards 
Wholeness-A Lesbian Embraces Jewish 
Tradition at 12:30 pm in Hillel House at 
UMass. For more info. call 545-4824. 

April 3: Smadar Lavie “Zionist 
Conceptions of Mizrahi Israeli and Pal- 
estinian Women in Israel.” Smith Col- 
lege Near East Studies Lecture Series. 

Seelte Hall 201 at 4:15pm. For more info 
call AFSC or Karen Pfeifir 584-2700, 
Neilson B/15, ext. 3623. 

April 5-May3: Augusta Savage 
Art Gallery presents an exhibit entitled 
VIETNAM: A VIEW. Opening Recep- 
tion on April 5 from 5-7pm. For more 
info call 545-5177. 

April 6: Lecture by Barbara 
Bergman from American University; A 
Policy Agenda for Women. Gamble au- 
ditorium, Mount Holyoke College, 7:30. 

April 6: An informational Seminar 
on the Internet will be held Thursday 
April 6 at 6:30 pm at the Depot Restau- 
rant in Northampton. This event is fully 
handicapped accessible and the cost is 

$12. More info. 549-INET. 

April 7: An evening with Denise 
Chavez: Prominent Chicana playwright, 
fiction-writer and dramatist will be per- 
forming excerpts from her one-woman 
show Women in the State of Grace Part Two 
which depicts the lives of Chicanas and 
Mexicanas in the United States. Campus 
Center Frontroom, Amherst College, 8:00 
p-m. Free. 


BMRB MKRABMWRRRRRRRAAASA 


SUPPORT 


YOUR 
LOCAL 
FEMINIST 


:COLLECTIVE! 


BE ESO Geoag pp eee ees 


Feminist Economics is a new jour- 
nal of the International Association for 
Feminist Economics, dedicated to inter- 
disciplinary discourse on feminist per- 
spectives on economicsand the economy. 
Submission details from editor Diana 

Strassmann, Feminist Economics, MS-9 
Rice University, 6100 S. Main St., Hous- 
ton, TX 77005-1892. dls@rice.edu 


Take Our Daughters to Work Day, 
scheduled for April 27,1995 will bring an 
estimated 3 million girls (ages 9-15) to 
workplaces across the U.S. This day 
helps girls begin to realize their dreams 
and ambitions. Write for details about 
how your workplace or school can par- 
ticipate. Ms. Foundation for Women, 141 
ae Ave., 6-S, NY, NY 10010. (212)742- 


Social action group: Sewing circle 
forming: sit and sew, knit, mend, quilt 
while discussing and taking actions that 


April 9: WE WON’T GO BACK: 
RALLY FOR WOMEN’S LIVES!! WASH- 
INGTON D.C. 

For transportation info contact 
Greater Springfield NOW at 413-733- 
6332. 

First National Display of the 
Clothesline Project, a tribute to women 
who have suffered violence. 

April 10: Gloria Anzaldua, co-edi- 
tor of This Bridge Called My Back: Writ- 
ings by Radical Women of Color, editor 
of Making Face/ Making Soul, and au- 


thor of Borderlands/ La Frontera will be 
speaking at UMassat 8:00 PM in Bowker 


Auditorium. 

April 11: The Contract Comes 
Home. A Discussion of Local Impacts of 
The Contract with America, 7-9pm. Su- 
perior Court Room 1 Hampshire County 
Court House, MainStreet, Northampton. 
Contact person: Susan Roy, LWV 
Northampton 586-0879. 

April 13: Annual Take Back The 
Night march and rallies protesting vio- 
lence against women.First rally held at 
Unitarian Church in Northampton, fol- 
lowed by march through Noho and sec- 
ond rally at Dewey Lawn at Smith 
College. Coffee house and open mike at 


the Gamut at Smith College. All events 
accessible for themobility impaired. ASL 
interpreter by arrangement. Call EWC@ 
545-0800. 

April 14: Laughing and Dancing 
with Women of Color: A Comedy Con- 
test and Women’s Dance to benefit 
Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press at 
the Villa Victoria, 85 West Newton St., 
South End, Boston, 8pm. Dancing statrts 
at 10pm. Tickets for show and dance $50- 
25 ($15 in advance); for the dance only 
$10 ($7 inadv.). Co-sponsored by WORK 
IT GIRL! and Fenway Community Health 
Center. For more info (617) 876-5373. Vol- 
unteers and comedians still needed! 

April 17: Roni Ben Efrat “Connec- 
tions and Divisions among Israeli and 
Palestinian Women Under the New Or- 
der of the Oslo/Cairo Accords.” Smith 
College Near East Studies Lecture Series. 
Seelye 201 at 4:15pm. More info, contact 
AFSC or Karen Pfeifer @ 584-2700, 
Neilson B/15, ext. 3623. 

April 18: Emily Shihadeh “Grapes 
and Figs are in Seasons”- a Palestinian 
Woman’s Story. A blend of storytelling, 
comedy and song. Smith College Near 
East Lecture Series. For locationand time, 
contact AFSC or Karen Pfeifer @ 584- 
2700, Neilson B/15, ext. 3623. 


CALENDAR 


April 19: Rebecca Walker will be 
speaking at UMass. For more informa- 
tion contact the Distinguished Visitors 
Program @ 545-0046. 

April 21: Pioneer Valley Gay, Les- 
bian, Bisexual Youth Project is holding a 
safe sex workshop/ social. Call 413-584- 
4213. 

April 20-22: Sleeveless Theater's 
new original play “Emily Unplugged” 
will premier at The Northampton Center 
For The Arts at 8:00PM. Tickets are $7.50 
andcan be reserved at the Center For The 
Arts box office (413) 586-7282. 

April 28: The War Widow, a tender 
story of the growing love between a les- 
bian photographer and a woman whose 
husband is off at war. Free Popcorn. 
Wild Iris Gift Shop, Northampton, $1.00 
admission. 

April 26: Anne Forsyth will speak 
in Campus Center room 917 on the 
topic:” Lesbian Business? Downtown Re- 
development in Northampton at 
12:00pm. This is part of the Lesbian, Gay, 
and Bisexual Brown Bag Lecture Series. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


JIOBILIZE FOR 
WOMEN’S ILIVES 


STOP ANTI-ABORTION VIOLENCE ° STOP THE WAR ON POOR WOMEN 


STOP THE CONTRACT ON AMERICA - STOP ALL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 


9,°1995 


Join with hundreds of thousands of women and men from across this 


country for the first national demonstration protesting 
violence against women. Send a message to Washington: 


WE WON’T GO BACK 


promotea peacefuland sane world. Bring 
your issues, your ideas and energy, and 
your sewing kit! For more information 
call MJ (413)584-2740 or Pam 367-9929. 


Join Congressman Barney Frank 
and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Political 
Alliance of Western Mass. in honoring 
two of the local LGB community’s 
staunchest allies, Jean and Jim Genasci, 
as they step down from their longtime 
leadership of Pioneer Valley PFLAG. An 
evening of celebration and tribute will be 
held on Saturday, April 8th, at 6:00 at the 
Depotin Northampton. Ticketsincludea 
buffet dinner, a speech from Congress- 
man Barney Frank and entertainment 
from Sleeveless Theater and the Pioneer 
Valley Gay Men’‘s chorus. Don’t miss this 
exciting way to kick off the spring! To 
order tickets, or for more information, 
call Michelle Boothroyd at (413)586-0562. 


The 8th Annual Women’s Herbal 
Conference is being held at a beautiful 
retreat center in southern New Hamp- 
shire on August 18-20. For the pastseven 
years, The Women’s Herbal Conference 
has brought together leading women 
herbalists and healers from throughout 
the country to share their wisdom of the 
plants and natural healing methods. This 
year’s conference focuses on women’s 
health and offers a wide variety of natu- 
ral healing modalities for women’s health 
problems. The Conference features over 
30 workshops forall levels of interestand 
expertise. For further information write 
to: The 8th Annual Women’s Herbal Con- 
ference, c/o Sage, P.O. Box 420, E. Barre, 
VT 05649. (802) 479-9825 


The Pioneer Valley Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual Youth, a community based 
project serving the needs of gay youthin 
the Valley since 1991 is pleased to an- 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


nounce the availability of our new toll 
free number for gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and question youth and supportive al- 
lies. The phone services include our 
hotline and meeting information about 
Project services which include regular 
meetings, support services and referral 
to ourmentor program. The Youth Project 
has established hours for young women 
who may be bisexual , lesbian or ques- 
tioning their sexual orientation to reach 
lesbian/bisexual women from our men- 
tor team. The service will operate on 
ale from 5:00-6:30 PM. 800-547- 
004. 


The 21st Annual Feminist 
Women’s Writing Workshops will be 
held July 9-July 16 on the shores of Sen- 
eca Lake. For more info. write: Feminist 
Women’s Writing Workshops, Inc., P.O. 
Box 6583, Ithaca, NY 14851. 


